
Compare and Contrast Book and Movie with analysis 

To merely list the similarities and the divergences from the plot could be done by anyone. Put in your own analysis, something only 

you can come create. 

 

I) Introduction 

a) Give the overall picture. Define the subject matter, give brief, all inclusive background. 

b) Thesis- The thesis must make a claim that goes beyond the listing of similarities and differences and creates a new 

understanding, a weaving together of separate strands to make a new form. 

i) Write a thesis statement that answers all the “so what?” questions.  

ii) Ask yourself “so what?” for every similar and different item you can come up with. The answer to “so what” is the 

analysis that the essay needs. 

 

Option 1: Point by Point 

II) Similarities 

a) Topic sentence 

b) Point of similarity 

i) Supporting evidence from movie and book 

ii) Transition to next point 

c) Point of similarity 

i) Supporting evidence from movie and book 

ii) What overall pattern is operating in the 

similarities and why does it matter? 

iii) Transition to next paragraph 

III) Differences 

a) Topic sentence 

b) Point of similarity 

i) Supporting evidence from movie and book 

ii) Transition to next point 

c) Point of similarity 

i) Supporting evidence from movie and book 

ii) What is the cause of the differences and why 

does it matter? 

iii) Transition to next paragraph 

IV) Conclusion 

a) Close your essay; don’t forget your thesis stated in 

a different way. 

b) What do the similarities and differences say about 

the strengths or weaknesses in the novel or the 

movie? 

c) What unique and new insight comes from 

contrasting the entities? 

d) Choose ONE (either the book or the movie) and 

explain IN DETAIL why you enjoyed it more 

than the other. Focus on one item in particular. 

e) Explain one item you would change to improve 

the book and/or movie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option 2: Subject by Subject 

II) Book 

a) Topic sentence 

b) Point of similarity 

i) Supporting evidence from book 

ii) Transition to next point 

c) Point of divergence 

i) Supporting evidence from book 

ii) Transition to next paragraph 

 

III) Movie 

a) Topic sentence 

b) Point of similarity 

i) Supporting evidence from movie and book 

ii) Transition to next point 

c) Point of divergence 

i) Supporting evidence from movie  

ii) Transition to next paragraph 

 

IV) Conclusion 

a) Close your essay; don’t forget your thesis stated in 

a different way. 

b) What do the similarities and differences say about 

the strengths or weaknesses in the novel or the 

movie? 

c) What unique and new insight comes from 

contrasting the entities? 

d) Choose ONE (either the book or the movie) and 

explain IN DETAIL why you enjoyed it more 

than the other. Focus on one item in particular. 

e) Explain one item you would change to improve 

the book and/or movie. 

 

 

Transitions 

To Compare  To Contrast 

also   although 

by comparison  in contrast 

in addition to  nevertheless 

likewise  on the other hand 

similarly  unlike 

just as   yet 

correspondingly  however

 

 

 

 

 



CATEGORY  5 Excellent 4 Good 3 Fair 2 Poor 

Introduction 
(Organization)  

The introduction is inviting and 
engaging, states the main topic and 
gives background information on the 
subjects.  
The thesis makes a claim that goes 
beyond the listing of similarities and 
differences and creates a new 
understanding. 

The introduction is inviting, 
states the main topic and 
gives background information 
on the subjects.  
The thesis attempts to make 
a claim that goes beyond the 
listing of similarities and 
differences. 

The introduction states 
the main topic. 
Background information 
is somewhat present on 
the subjects.  
The thesis comments on 
similarities and 
differences.  

There is no clear 
introduction of the main 
topic. Background 
information is not present 
on the subjects.  
The thesis is not present. 

Comparison 
points  

There are (3) three clear comparison 
examples between the movie and the 
book.  
Paper clearly explains why each 
example matters.  

There are (2) two comparison 
examples between the movie 
and the book. 
Paper tells why each example 
matters. 

There is (1) one 
comparison example. 
Explanation of why each 
matters is unclear.  

No comparison 
examples present. 
No explanation of why 
examples matter given.  

Contrasting 
points  

There are (3) three clear contrasting 
examples between the movie and the 
book.  
Paper clearly explains why each 
example matters.  

There are (2) two clear 
contrasting examples. 
Paper tells why each example 
matters.  

There is (1) one clear 
contrasting example. 
Explanation of why each 
matters is unclear.  

No contrasting examples 
present. 
No explanation of why 
examples matter given. 

Conclusion  

The conclusion sums up the main 
points of the paper and connects to the 
introduction. The conclusion reveals a 
deeper insight and does not repeat 
information. The conclusion 
persuasively states the author’s 
preference for the movie or the book 
with a clear explanation of why.  

This conclusion sums up 
some of the main points and 
attempts to connect to the 
introduction. The writer has 
attempted to offer insightful 
commentary.  
The conclusion states the 
author’s preference and 
explains why. 

The conclusion is 
present, but it repeats 
information instead of 
drawing conclusions.  
The conclusion does not 
explain the author’s 
preference. 

The conclusion is 
unclear. There is little 
attempt to either sum up 
the main points or 
connect to the 
introduction.  
No preference is stated. 

 
Transitions  

 (7) Seven or more effective transitions 
are used throughout the work within and 
between paragraphs.  
Transitions between paragraphs build 
bridges between ideas. 

At least (5) five effective 
transitions are used 
throughout the work within 
and between paragraphs. 
Ideas between some 
paragraphs are clearly 
connected. 

At least (4) four effective 
transitions are used 
throughout the work. 
Ideas between 
paragraphs are not 
clearly connected. 

Transitions are used in 
(3) three or fewer cases.  
No attempt is made to 
connect ideas between 
paragraphs. 

Word Choice  

Writer uses vivid words and phrases 
that linger or draw pictures in the 
reader's mind, and the choice and 
placement of the words seems 
accurate, natural and not forced.  

Writer uses vivid words and 
phrases that linger or draw 
pictures in the reader's mind, 
but occasionally the words 
are used inaccurately or 
seem overdone.  

Writer uses words that 
communicate clearly, 
but the writing lacks 
variety, punch or flair.  

Writer uses a limited 
vocabulary that does not 
communicate strongly or 
capture the reader's 
interest. Jargon or 
clichés that are present 
detract from the 
meaning. 

Grammar & 
Spelling 
(Conventions)  

Writer makes no errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes 1-2 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes 3-4 errors 
in grammar or spelling 
that distract the reader 
from the content.  

Writer makes more than 
4 errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract the 
reader from the content.  

Sentence 
Structure 

The writer has used varied and 
sophisticated sentence structure.  
Sentences flow naturally and meaning 
is always clear. 

The writer has attempted to 
use a variety of sentence 
structures.  
Sentences flow and meaning 
is clear. 

The writing feels flat due 
to repetitive sentence 
structure.  
Meaning is occasionally 
unclear. 

The writing style is 
immature. 
Meaning is usually 
unclear. 

Capitalization 
& Punctuation 
(Conventions)  

Writer makes no errors in capitalization 
or punctuation, so the paper is 
exceptionally easy to read.  

Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in 
capitalization or punctuation, 
but the paper is still easy to 
read.  

Writer makes a few 
errors in capitalization 
and/or punctuation that 
catch the reader's 
attention and interrupt 
the flow.  

Writer makes several 
errors in capitalization 
and/or punctuation that 
catch the reader's 
attention and greatly 
interrupt the flow.  

 
 


