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The Declaration of Independence
Choose an issue related to the Declaration of Independence. Conduct research to choose a position and make three claims that can be backed up with credible research-based evidence. Write a paper presenting your position. Mrs. Conrow will walk you through the steps. It will be important to have each piece ready when it is due in order for you to not feel overwhelmed by the process of writing a research paper.
TURN THIS PAGE IN WITH YOUR FINAL PAPER
	History Grade
	ELA Grade

	
	Issue is tied directly to the Declaration of Independence
	
	Issue, position, & claims are clear in introduction

	
	Position is well thought out and relevant to today’s readers
	
	Introduction hooks reader’s attention

	
	Position is well thought out and clearly defended by claims
	
	Paper is well organized and logically sequenced

	
	Claim #1 is tied to the Declaration of Independence
	
	Claim #1 is well researched and persuasive

	
	Claim #2 is tied to the Declaration of Independence
	
	Claim #2 is well researched and persuasive

	
	Claim #3 is tied to the Declaration of Independence
	
	Claim #3 is well researched and persuasive

	
	Historically accurate evidence supports claim #1
	
	Clear transitions connect ideas between paragraphs 

	
	Historically accurate evidence supports claim #2
	
	Proper paragraphs are written according to the structure taught

	
	Historically accurate evidence supports claim #3
	
	Conclusion summarizes AND offers new insight into issue and position

	
	Conclusion makes issue and position relevant to today and the future
	
	Proper mechanics and conventions are used throughout paper

	
	Formal, academic voice is used throughout the paper
	
	2-5 pages with standard margins & line spacing, and approved font & size

	
	Credible sources are used
	
	Sources are cited properly within text & in a bibliography (2 books, 3 websites)

	

	
	
	

	60
	Points possible
	60
	Points possible
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